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National Standards Inclusive Mainstream Survey
The Council for Disabled Children (CDC) have been commissioned through the Strategic Reform Partner contract to support the Department for Education with the development of National Standards by providing examples of best practice where mainstream education settings are delivering high quality provision to support children with SEND and/or examples of high quality and effective SEND provision that is available locally (not by schools) and set out in the local offer.

1.Which area of best practice would you like to share an example of?
High quality inclusive mainstream practice

2.If applicable, what is the name of your provision/service/practice?
The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI)

3.Which region is your provision/service/practice based in?
National / Multiple regions

4.Which local authority/local authorities does your provision operate in?
All

5.How long has your provision/service/practice been operational?
The CFVI was launched in March 2022. It’s been operational for 2 years 5 months.

6.Please explain what your provision/service/practice entails (with as much detail as possible), e.g. how does it run day-to-day, what interventions are included, are services fixed or tailored to individual need?
The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) is a UK wide framework developed by sector partners after extensive research and consultation. It supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education and is tailored to individual need.

[bookmark: _Hlk160632674]The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning:
1 	Facilitating an inclusive world 
2 Sensory development
3 Communication
4 Literacy
5 Habilitation: orientation and mobility
6 Habilitation: independent living skills
7 Accessing information
8 Technology
9 Health - social, emotional, mental and physical wellbeing
10 Social, sports and leisure
11 Preparing for adulthood

The CFVI is predominately used by Vision Support Teams – Qualified Teachers of Vision Impairment (QTVI) Specialist Teaching Assistants and Habilitation Officers, who work one-to-one teaching the above skills. The CFVI also provides guidance on best practice and a shared language for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and the young people themselves.
Used in the right way the CFVI can transform lives and help blind and partially sighted children and young people to thrive.

7.Who is the provision/service/practice designed for or aimed at, e.g. for a certain age group or for children and young people with specific needs?
The CFVI is for children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 years.

8.Please explain how the provision/service/practice is delivered e.g. by who, is it a time-limited intervention?
The CFVI is predominately delivered by Vision or Sensory Support Teams who work peripatetically with children and young people aged 0 - 25 years in their homes or education provisions. These could be QTVIs, Specialist TAs and Habilitation Officers, who work one-to-one using the CFVI as a framework with the child or young person to ensure they are being taught all the skills necessary for them thrive in their education and wider education activities. Threaded through all the delivery is that they develop as much independence as possible.

9.Please provide information where possible on how much the provision/service/practice costs to run and how it is funded?
The provision is free. RNIB provide shared resources on their CFVI Resource Hub, VIEW deliver free training sessions on delivering the CFVI.

10.What is your provision/service/practice aiming to achieve?
We are aiming to achieve equity of educational opportunity for all children and young people with vision impairment.
Children and young people with vision impairment need additional specialist support to enable them to effectively access their learning and to develop key skills required to live and work independently in adulthood.
Despite consensus of the importance of specialist education, before the development of the CFVI there had been no consistent UK wide framework for professionals and parents to support children and young people with vision impairment. This led to geographical inequalities and inconsistency of provision and outcomes.

11.How do you monitor impact of the provision/service/practice?
We are part of a wider team of sector organisations who work on the CFVI project nationally. Our team members from the University of Birmingham run the evaluation strand of the project and are gathering data from service users across the country, both quantitative data and qualitative. They will produce a final report of their findings in September 2025. 
RNIB collect and analyse data from media campaigns and case studies. VIEW collect data on impact from their training sessions with vision support teams and education provisions. We all share this information and use it to analyse the success and impact of the project and use it to promote the CFVI across the UK.

12.How successful do you think that your provision/service/practice is in supporting children and young people with SEND? (scale 1-5; 1 being not successful at all successful and 5 being very successful)
Successful 4/5

13.Are there specific cohorts you think it has been most successful for and what has enabled that success?
We don’t have this information yet, but anecdotally, we have heard from service provisions that they are using the CFVI with great success in children of school age. This is probably due to the regular one-to-one sessions that the specialist staff are able to set up in schools. 
The RNIB Freedom of Information report identifies that 100% of Local Authorities are aware of the CFVI. 

14.Please give an example/some evidence of your success if you have identified the intervention/approach as being successful?
“[The CFVI is] helpful when talking to parents about interventions and why they are necessary. [It] helps parents to have an understanding of work around their child to support them and how we can all work together.”
“The students feel safe and they know it is for them. They understand that this meets their needs and gives a firm base. [The] Framework highlights the importance of child's voice.”
Quotes from Qualified Teachers of Vision Impairment. (Source VIEW)

15.What are some of the barriers to delivery?
Vision Impairment (VI) education services are under significant pressure with rising numbers of children and young people requiring specialist support but many services experience inconsistent funding, difficulties in recruitment and staff retention (RNIB FOI, 2023)
Consequently, there are time constraints for specialist staff to create the opportunity to share the CFVI with non-specialist staff in mainstream schools. This is crucial to reinforce the skills learnt and to ensure that the non-specialist staff are aware of the kind of adjustments that are helpful for that individual child in their education setting.
Training – accessing training for specialist and non-specialists in using the CFVI. Even with free training it’s important to ensure this is included in budgets for time out of the classrooms.
Awareness raising of the CFVI as a framework for everyone involved in supporting a child or young person with vision impairment, particularly within mainstream school settings and with parents/carers.
As young people with vision impairment move into FE and HE provision, there is evidence of a drop in specialist support and consequently the CFVI is not being used post 16 as much as it is in schools. 
16.Is there anything that needs to be put in place to enable the provision/service/practice to be scaled up sustainably?
We’re working towards getting the CFVI embedded into government policy, service and commissioning frameworks. We have called for it to be embedded into policy in the new government’s first term, Eyes on Equality – TPT Launches Manifesto for General Election - Thomas Pocklington Trust and aiming to raise it in parliament.
We’re raising awareness of the CFVI across all local authorities, including calling for it to be added to every Local Offer for SEND. Unlocking Education for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment: Call to Action for Local Authorities - Thomas Pocklington Trust
We’re sharing it across all our networks of Vision and Sensory Support Teams, education provisions, including academies, parents/carers, mainstream staff, and children and young people. 
We know there are difficulties for young people accessing appropriate specialist support in FE and HE and raising awareness of the CFVI and embedding it in policy up to age 25 should help with this issue.
17.Is there anything else you want to share about the provision/service/practice?
The CFVI has the potential to transform lives and help blind and partially sighted children and young people to thrive.
Please read the framework:
Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment | RNIB | RNIB
Our policy work on the CFVI:
Curriculum Framework For Children and Young People With Vision Impairment: Policy and Campaigning - Thomas Pocklington Trust
Our Call to Action for Local Authorities:
Unlocking Education for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment: Call to Action for Local Authorities - Thomas Pocklington Trust
18.We are looking to develop case studies for the Department for Education; would you be prepared to have a short conversation which will then be written up as a case study for colleagues in the department?
Y
19.Are you happy to be contacted about your answers?
Y

Fiona Spence-Arnold August 24
Education Policy Coordinator
Clear print 14pt. Alternative format available upon request.
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