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Ofsted – The Big Listen Consultation
May 24

Are you responding on behalf of an organisation? 
Yes
Thomas Pocklington Trust
If yes, where does your organisation operate?
Nationally 

Please tell us the local authority in which you live. If you are responding in a professional capacity, and work in a different local authority to where you live, please tell us the local authority in which you work. 
London Borough of Camden

Please tell us in which capacity you are completing this survey. 
Other
Education Policy for a charity supporting blind and partially sighted people
If you are responding in a professional capacity, please specify where you work.
Other
A charity supporting blind and partially sighted people


Early years
Priority 1: Reporting
Make clear what the setting does to support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).
Very important
Please tell us what you think Ofsted’s priorities should be when reporting on outcomes, and why, and what we can improve.

If the provision has children who have a vision impairment it’s important to use the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as a criteria when reporting how well the school or setting supports the child’s needs. 

[bookmark: _Hlk160632674]The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 
The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 
Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff and parents/carers.  It follows that the CFVI will be invaluable for Ofsted and its inspectors in determining the quality of provisions.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 2: Inspection practice
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s current inspection practices and whether they should change?
 
If the Early Years’ provision has children with vision impairment it’s important to use the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as a criteria when inspecting and highlighting the use of this as an example of best practice. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 
Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

The language being used around SEND, particularly in inspections, is so important and the CFVI is a key piece of work which can support and contribute to this language development.

Priority 3: Impact 
How do you think Ofsted could best raise standards and improve lives for children? 
Comments:  

Using and making reference to the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as an example of best practice will help to raise standards and improve lives of blind or partially sighted children in the Early Years provision.

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 

It’s vital for Ofsted to be aware of the need for an inclusive environment in Early Years provision and the CFVI can provide a framework for this. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports children with vision impairment, including vision impairment specialist staff, nursery and other Early Years Provision staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.
The language being used around SEND, particularly in inspections, is so important and the CFVI is a key piece of work which can support and contribute to this language development.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 4: Culture
No comment



Further Education and skills
Priority 1: Reporting
Make clear what the provider does to support learners with SEND and those with high needs.
Very important

Please tell us what you think Ofsted’s priorities should be when reporting on inspection, and why, and what we can improve.

We have long heard from blind and partially sighted young people, their families, further education (FE) providers and local authority sensory impairment services that support for post-16 education does not always work.
Our research shows a fragmented and unreliable system of support. There is variation between and within local authorities on how post-16 provision is delivered. Local authorities (LAs) have a statutory responsibility to provide specialist educational need and disability (SEND) support to all children and young people aged 0-25. However, when a young person reaches 16 their support either drops-off or vanishes.

It’s important when inspecting mainstream post-16 settings that consideration is made as to how blind and partially sighted young people are supported, including how they access statutory support from Vision Impairment specialists (Qualified Teachers of Vision Impairment and Habilitation specialists) and technology training.
The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used as a criteria when reporting how well the post-16 setting supports the young person’s needs. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility and independent living skills, accessing technology, social, emotional, mental and physical wellbeing and preparing for adulthood. 

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children and young people. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 2: Inspection practice  
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s current inspection practices and whether they should change?
 
If the FE provision has young people with vision impairment attending, it’s important to use the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as a criteria when inspecting and highlighting the use of this as an example of best practice. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, independent living skills, accessing technology, social emotional mental and physical wellbeing, communication and preparing for adulthood. 
Every young person with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children and young people. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 3: Impact
How do you think Ofsted could best raise standards and improve lives for learners?

We have long heard from blind and partially sighted young people, their families, further education (FE) providers and local authority sensory impairment services that support for post-16 education does not always work.
Our research shows a fragmented and unreliable system of support. There is variation between and within local authorities on how post-16 provision is delivered. Local authorities (LAs) have a statutory responsibility to provide specialist educational need and disability (SEND) support to all children and young people aged 0-25. However, when a young person reaches 16 their support either drops-off or vanishes.

It’s important when inspecting mainstream post-16 settings that consideration is made as to how blind and partially sighted young people are supported, including how they access Vision Impairment specialists (Qualified Teachers of Vision Impairment and habilitation specialists) and technology training.

The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used as a criteria when reporting how well the post-16 setting supports the young person’s needs, raises standards and improves lives. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility and independent living skills, accessing technology, social, emotional, mental and physical wellbeing and preparing for adulthood. 

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children and young people. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 4: Culture 
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s openness, and how easy it is to provide feedback to help us improve?
No comment



Initial teacher education and professional development
Priority 1: Reporting
Please tell us what you think Ofsted's priorities should be when reporting on inspection, and why, and what we can improve.
 
SEND must become the ‘golden thread’ that runs through teacher training. Increasing numbers of children and young people with SEND are being failed by the system across the UK and this needs to be addressed through training.

It is important to include vision impairment awareness as a priority when reporting on inspection for teacher training provision so that there is assurance about the quality of support being provided to this group of students. The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used as a criteria for reporting how well the training addresses this priority. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 
Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 2: Inspection practice
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s current inspection practices and whether they should change?

Ofsted’s inspection practices should champion teacher training provisions that embed training on SEND throughout its programmes. Increasing numbers of children and young people with SEND are being failed by the system across the UK and this needs to be addressed at a training level.

Children and young people with vision impairment face barriers in mainstream education settings that could be overcome by awareness raising and training for learners during their teacher training.
The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used as a criteria for identifying best practice and sharing this widely with teacher training provision.

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 3: Impact
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s impact on ITE and ECF/NPQ provision? 
 
As Ofsted acts as a force for good with the interests of children and learners as its priority, it’s important that Ofsted champions teacher training provisions that embed training on SEND throughout its programmes. Increasing numbers of children and young people with SEND are being failed by the system across the UK and this needs to be addressed at a training level.

Children and young people with vision impairment face barriers in mainstream education settings that could be overcome by awareness raising and training for learners during their teacher training.
The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used as a criteria for identifying best practice and sharing this widely with teacher training provision.

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 
Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.




Social care 
Please tell us what you think Ofsted's priorities should be when reporting on inspection and regulation, and why, and what we can improve.

If the provision has children with vision impairment it’s important to use the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as a criteria when reporting how well the provider or setting supports the child or young person’s needs. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 
Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 2: Inspection practice 
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s current inspection practices and whether they should change?
 
If the provision has children or young people with vision impairment it’s important to use the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as a criteria when inspecting and highlighting the use of this as an example of best practice. Area 1, ‘Facilitating an inclusive world’ is particularly important when considering safeguarding children and young people with vision impairment.

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology, social communication and preparing for adulthood. 

Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 3: Impact 
How do you think Ofsted could best raise standards and improve lives for children and young people?
 
Using and making reference to the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as an example of best practice will help to raise standards and improve lives of blind or partially sighted children in social care provision.

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 
Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff. 

It’s vital for Ofsted to be aware of the need for an inclusive environment for blind and partially sighted children and young people in social care provision and the CFVI can provide a framework for this. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports children and young people with vision impairment and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 4: Culture
No comment



Schools
Priority 1: Reporting 
Make clear how effective the school is at keeping children safe and protected from harm.
Very important
Make clear what the school does to support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
Very important
Make it clear how well the most disadvantaged pupils learn, achieve, and are supported in the school.
Very important

Please tell us what you think Ofsted's priorities should be when reporting on inspection and regulation, and why, and what we can improve.

If the provision has children with vision impairment it’s important to use the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as a criteria when reporting how well the school supports the child’s needs. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility and orientation skills, literacy, technology, social emotional and mental health, communication and preparing for adulthood. 

Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 2: Inspection practice 
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s current inspection practices and whether they should change?
 
If the school has children or young people with vision impairment it’s important to use the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as a criteria when inspecting and highlighting the use of this as an example of best practice. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology, social emotional and mental health, communication and preparing for adulthood. 

Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 3: Impact
How do you think Ofsted could best raise standards and improve lives for children and learners?
 
Using and making reference to the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as an example of best practice will help to raise standards and improve lives of blind or partially sighted children and young people in schools. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology, social communication and preparing for adulthood. 

Every child or young person with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff. 
It’s vital for Ofsted to be aware of the need for an inclusive environment in schools and the CFVI can provide a framework for this. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports CYPVI, including VI specialist staff, QTVIs, Habilitation Officers, teachers and teaching assistants, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 4: Culture
No comment


Safeguarding in schools
Do you think safeguarding should be a separate judgement from the leadership and management judgement? 
Yes
 Frequency of safeguarding inspections
Given the importance of safeguarding, should we inspect it more regularly than other areas?
Yes

Reinspecting safeguarding in some cases 
Do you have any comments on our new approach or our proposal to go further? 

Safeguarding is the top priority in all educational settings especially for children and young people with vision impairment. Reference can be made to the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as an example of best practice to ensure the environment is inclusive for blind or partially sighted children and young people in schools. 
The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology, social communication and preparing for adulthood. 

Every child or young person with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff. 

Pause policy 
Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s new pause policy and how we can make it work better for schools and children?
 
No comment



SEN and/or disabilities and AP
Priority 1: Reporting
Make it clear what attending the provision or service is like for the child or learner, such as whether children and learners are safe and happy there.
Very important
Make it clear how effective the provision or service is, including whether it is meeting children and learners’ individual needs.
Very important
Make it clear how well the provider or service understands the outcomes for children and learners with SEND and/or in AP, and how that understanding informs the provision they offer to support children and learners.
Very important
Explain how well the provider or service is performing in relation to the quality of local SEND or support services (for example, where the health or local authority provision is weak but the school’s provision is strong).
Very important
Explain how effectively a setting or service supports children and learners with SEND and prepares them to move on to a suitable and appropriately challenging next phase of education and/or adulthood.
Very important
Explain how effectively the provider or service works with parents and carers and responds to children’s ambitions.
Very important
Explain how effectively the provider or service works with partners to address the needs of children with SEND in the local area.
Very important

Please tell us what you think Ofsted’s priorities should be when reporting on provision, AP or services for children and learners with SEND and why, and what you think we could improve.

We have long heard from blind and partially sighted young people, their families and local authority sensory impairment services that education support does not always work, whether in mainstream settings, post-16 or SEND provision.

Our research shows a fragmented and unreliable system of support. There is variation between and within local authorities on how post-16 provision is delivered. Local authorities (LAs) have a statutory responsibility to provide specialist educational need and disability (SEND) support to all children and young people aged 0-25. However, when a young person reaches 16 their support either drops-off or vanishes.

It’s important when inspecting mainstream post-16, SEND schools and alternative provision settings that consideration is made as to how blind and partially sighted young people are supported, including how they access Vision Impairment specialists (Qualified Teachers of Vision Impairment and habilitation specialists) and technology training.

The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used as a criteria when reporting how well the setting supports the child or young person’s needs. 

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, orientation and mobility, literacy, accessing information, technology, social communication, SEMH and preparing for adulthood. Every blind or partially sighted child or young person will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 2: Inspection practice
Work with leaders and practitioners during the inspection to understand whether the school, AP, service or wider local area partnership is meeting the needs of children and young people with SEND.
Very important
Work with leaders and practitioners during the inspection to understand whether the school, AP, service or wider local area partnership is offering a positive experience for children and young people with SEND that will improve their future outcomes.
Very important
Use any available data on the outcomes of children and young people to understand whether the school, AP, service or wider local area partnership is offering them a positive experience that will improve their future outcomes.
Important
Use feedback from parents and carers, and children where appropriate, to understand whether the school, AP, service or wider local area partnership is meeting the needs of children and young people with SEND.
Very important

Do you have any comments on Ofsted’s current inspection practices and whether they should change?
 
It’s important that when inspecting mainstream post-16, SEND schools and alternative provision settings that consideration is made as to how blind and partially sighted young people are supported, including how they access Vision Impairment specialists (Qualified Teachers of Vision Impairment and habilitation specialists) and technology training.

The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used as a criteria when inspecting and highlighting the use of this as an example of best practice.

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology and social communication. 
Every child with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff.

Used in the right way, the CFVI can improve the education experiences of blind or partially sighted children. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports them, including non-specialist staff, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

Priority 3: Impact
How do you think Ofsted could best raise standards and improve lives for children and learners with SEND or in AP settings?
 
Using and making reference to the Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) as an example of best practice will help to raise standards and improve lives of blind or partially sighted children and young people in schools.

The CFVI is a UK wide framework that has been developed with extensive research and consultation by RNIB, VIEW (Vision Impairment Education Workforce), VICTAR (Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research at University of Birmingham) and Thomas Pocklington Trust, a leading charity for blind and partially sighted people. The CFVI supports children and young people with vision impairment aged 0 – 25 to access an appropriate and equitable education. 

The CFVI outlines 11 key areas of learning: including facilitating an inclusive world, communication, sensory development, mobility skills, literacy, accessing information, technology, social communication and preparing for adulthood. 

Every child or young person with vision impairment will have specific learning needs and will require teaching these specific skills by a qualified specialist that will need to be reinforced and supported by all staff. 

It’s vital for Ofsted to be aware of the need for an inclusive environment in schools and the CFVI can provide a framework for this. It also provides a shared language and guidance on best practice for everyone who supports CYPVI, including VI specialist staff, QTVIs, Habilitation Officers, teachers and teaching assistants, parents/carers and is invaluable as a reference and guidance for Ofsted inspectors too.

The Guide Dogs Reasonable Adjustments in Schools should also be referenced to ensure appropriate support and adjustments are being made for children and young people with vision impairment.

Priority 4: Culture
No comment



Is there anything else you would like to tell us?
Comments:  

Thomas Pocklington Trust is a leading advocate of equality for blind and partially sighted people. We are a charitable organisation with a dedicated staff team, over half of whom are blind or partially sighted, and we have over 200 dedicated volunteers who have lived experience of sight loss. Our mission is to support blind and partially sighted people to bring about equity and inclusion in every aspect of society.

We are very concerned about the inequity in education for children and young people with vision impairment. The RNIB Freedom of Information Report (Feb 24) defines Educational Support for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment in England 2023 as a ‘Provision under Pressure.’ 

We work closely with other charities in the sector and with specialists from Vision Support Teams in local authorities and are aware of the dedication and support they offer to blind and partially sighted children and young people across England. 

We think it’s vital when inspecting all schools and alternative provision settings that consideration is made as to how blind and partially sighted young people are supported, including how they access Vision Impairment specialists (Qualified Teachers of Vision Impairment and habilitation specialists) and technology training. 

The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment (CFVI) can be used by Ofsted as a criteria of best practice when reporting how well the setting supports the child or young person’s needs. It also provides shared language that everyone involved in the child or young person’s education can use. It follows that the CFVI will be invaluable for Ofsted and its inspectors in determining the quality of provisions.

We were delighted to hear that when the Royal College for the Blind was inspected recently, that all the Ofsted inspectors had read and made reference to the CFVI. This is a good first step, but we want all Ofsted inspectors to be aware of the CFVI and make reference to it when inspecting all settings where a child or young person with vision impairment attends.

We would be delighted to talk to you further about how children and young people with vision impairment can be supported in order to thrive in their education. Please get in touch at EducationPolicy@pocklington.org.uk

For more info on our Education Policy work on the CFVI please see below link:

Thomas Pocklington Trust – CFVI
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